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Pugh + Scarpa's Make it Right (MIR) home seeks to
redefine the concept of a home into a flexible,
multifunctional and adaptable space addressing the
needs of today's modern family, on a limited budget.
Offering shelter and comfort, the MIR home breaks the
prescriptive mold of the traditional home by creating
public and private "zones" in which private space is
deemphasized, in favor of large public living areas. The
organization of the space is intended to transform the
way people live-away from a reclusive, isolating layout
towards a family-oriented, interactive space.
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The inspiration for the home came from American
patchwork quilting traditions, exemplified by the Gee's
Bend abstract geometric style-which is itself
influenced by newspaper- and magazine-collages used
for insulation on the inside walls of homes in the early
rural American South. Recycled wooden pallets are
repositioned here as a patchworked shade screen
wrapping the building, an innovative alternative to
expensive facade materials that lends its own unique
character and texture. The visually expressive pallets
impart an imperfect, rough-hewn individuality that we
find particularly appealing. We are working with local
manufacturers to ensure the viability of this
cost-effective and sustainable off-the-shelf product,
easily obtainable and readily replaceable. The pallet
wrapping is joined by decoratively perforated cement
board on the east and west facades, providing both
shade and privacy while allowing views out and
dappled, indirect daylight and breezes to enter. All the
exterior elements will combine and interweave,
emerging as a distinctive pattern-making aesthetic.
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SUSTAINABLE SYSTEMS

Pugh + Scarpa's approach to Cradle to Cradle sustainability begins with passive solar design
strategies such as locating and orienting the building to control solar cooling and heat loads; shaping
and orienting the building for exposure to prevailing winds; shaping the building to induce buoyancy
for natural ventilation; and shaping and planning the interior to enhance daylight and natural air flow
distribution. The building responds to the specific conditions of the New Orleans climate in several
ways.

On the south side, a generous exterior porch with deep overhangs and a shade screen provides
passive solar protection for the building's interior. Similarly, openings on the east and west sides are
protected with deeper overhangs, vertical screens, and porches. The north side is allowed to be flat
and exposed, which affords natural daylighting with a minimum of solar heat gain. The roof is sloped
to induce airflow. The non-structural exterior skin-made from recycled wood pallets and cement
board-offers shading and a thermal break to the building structure, providing relief from direct solar
heat gain. High ceilings and abundant cross ventilation allow heat to escape the building's interior.
Cooling airflow inside the home is enhanced by ceiling fans, a direct drive exhaust fan, and operable
windows, which create abundant cross ventilation. All materials selected are commercially available,
cost-effective, and eco-friendly.The interior organization separates living and sleeping areas into two
G i W A s | RN zones, permitting them to be independently conditioned. This compartmentalized strategy means that
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PUGH SCARPA HOUSE
PUGH + SCARPA ARCHITECTURE

Lawrence Scarpa, AlA, and Angela Brooks, AlA are recognized leaders in design innovation: formal, social, and sustainable. Under My, Scarpa is the 2008 Ruth and Norman Moore visiting professor at Washington University, 2007 Eliel Saarinen Visiting

their direction as Lead Designers of Pugh + Scarpa, the firm has received 36 major design awards, notably eleven National AIA Professor at the Alfred Taubman College of Architecture at the University of Michigan, 2005 University of Michigan Max
Awards, including 2006 and 2003 AIA Committee on the Environment “Top Ten Green Project” awards, 2005 Record Houses, 2003 Fisher Visiting Fellow and 2004 Friedman Fellow at the University of California at Berkeley.

Record Interiors, and the 2003 RUdy Bruner Prize. In 2004, the Architectural League of New York selected Lawrence Scarpa das dan Mr. Scarpa and Ms. Brooks are also co-founders of Livable P|ace5, a nonproﬁt devek)pment and pohcy Organization dedi-
“Emerging Voice”in architecture. His work is currently on exhibit at the National Building Museum in Washington, DC. cated to promoting healthy communities and improving quality of life through policy reform and responsible mixed-use
They have taught and lectured at the university level at numerous schools including UCLA, University of Florida, Mississippi State housing developments.

University and SCl-arc.
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